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from arable to pasture, helped to swell the ranks of the unem-
ployed, and this section soon became the unemployable.

Summary, i. The fourteenth century opened with fair
prospects for the rural community. Villeins were commuting
their services, lords were farming their demesne or letting it
out to prosperous smallholders. Harvests were good and the
land, except for the Scotch war, at peace.

2.  The Black Death in 1348-9 halved the population and
shook the national organization to its foundation.   Labour was
scarce, wages rose, the peasant prospered, while the landowner
of big estates found himself on the verge of ruin.   Attempts
to coerce the labourer were only partially successful.

3.  The Great Revolt of 1381 probably hastened the processes
already begun, and villeinage merged gradually into copyhold
tenure, and by the end of the fifteenth century was ncaring
extinction.

4.  The first half of the fifteenth century was one of great
prosperity to the agricultural labourer, wages were high, prices
not greatly advanced.   But after 1450 the conversion of arable
to pasture created a body of unemployed, which the political
disorders of the time tended to turn into a body of brigands, and
by the end of the century the lot of the labourer had reached
a low level, the nobles were mostly dead, and the day of the
city and the trader was at hand.

2.   The Woollen Industry

Early History, It is sometimes asserted that up to the time
of Edward III the English clothworking industry was practically
non-cxistcnt. This is not the case. It is true that the bulk
of the wool grown in England was exported and that Flanders
was almost entirely dependent on English sheep to supply the
raw material for that industry, which made it the central manu-
facturing country of Europe. But as early as the twelfth century
there were weavers' gilds in London, Oxford, Lincoln, Hunting-